
Tall Wood in the City 
The Benefits of Building with Wood 
 

(New York City, September 14, 2015)— On the opening night of 
Climate Week, panelists at the “Sustainable Development: Benefits 
of Building with Wood” event will look to our nation’s forests for 
innovative climate solutions. Organized by New England Forestry 
Foundation, the Global Institute of Sustainable Forestry at the Yale 
School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, and Sustainability 
Practice Network, the panel will consider how wood construction 
could play a revolutionary part in reducing the extent of future 
climate change. 
 
“The panel is part of a global conversation examining the role of 
trees in climate policy,” describes Robert Perschel, Executive 
Director of New England Forestry Foundation, “We are gathering 
leaders in architecture, engineering, and forestry to raise awareness 
of the benefits and potential for using wood in commercial 
buildings.” 
 
The panel is part of Climate Week, which has encouraged climate 
change discussions, awareness, and action over the past seven 
years. Community groups, universities, NGOs, and companies 
from around the world will host over 140 events from September 
21-28 across New York City. Topics are surprising and diverse, 
ranging from farming practices to city planning. 

 
At the Benefits of Building with Wood event, one of the panelists, architect Michael Green, will 
discuss his proposal for a 30-story skyscraper made entirely out of wood. Patrick Holmes of the 
USDA, another panelist, will share learnings from the U.S. Tall Wood Building Competition. 
The complete panel of six experts will address climate benefits of wood construction and policy 
on a national and global scale. 
 
Join the panel to launch Climate Week at the Yale Club in New York City on September 21st 
from 6:30-9:00 PM. RSVP events@sustainabilitypractice.net, and follow the conversation on 
Twitter using @NEforestry and #treesmatter.  
 
About New England Forestry Foundation 
New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF) has been conserving forests for future generations 
since 1944, with 144 community forests and over 1.1 million acres protected throughout New 
England. For more information on NEFF, please call 978.952.6856 or visit 
newenglandforestry.org   


